
RESPONSIVE PRAYER, p. 328 [use ‘at other times’] During the prayers:  

Peace 

Gracious and holy God, lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth. 
Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust. Lead us from hate to love, 

from war to peace. Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 
National distress 

Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love is 
steadfast and your strength never fails. In this time of danger and trouble, 

be to us a sure guardian and rock of defense. Guide the leaders of our 
nation with your wisdom, comfort those in distress, and grant us courage 

and hope to face the future; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 

 
Time of civic mourning 

God our creator, through whose providing care we enjoy all goodness and 

life, turn our eyes to your mercy in this time of confusion and loss. Comfort 
this nation as we mourn; shine your light on those whose only companion is 

darkness; and teach us all so to number our days that we may apply our 
hearts to your wisdom; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 
Responsible citizenship 

Lord God, you call your people to honor those in authority. Help us elect 
trustworthy leaders, participate in wise decisions for our common life, and 

serve our neighbors in local communities. Bless the leaders of our land, that 
we may be at peace among ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the 

earth; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Those in the armed forces 
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men 

and women of our armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by 

day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and 
temptations; give them courage to face the perils that surround them; and 

grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 
Our enemies 

Gracious God, your Son called on you to forgive his enemies while he was 

suffering shame and death. Lead our enemies and us from prejudice to 

truth; deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your 

good time enable us all to stand reconciled before you; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen 



Ephesians 2:1-10  CEV 
 In the past you were dead because you sinned and fought against God. 

You followed the ways of this world and obeyed the devil. He rules the world, 
and his spirit has power over everyone who doesn't obey God. Once we were 

also ruled by the selfish desires of our bodies and minds. We had made God 
angry, and we were going to be punished like everyone else. 

 But God was merciful! We were dead because of our sins, but God loved 
us so much he made us alive with Christ, and God's gift of undeserved grace 

is what saves you. God raised us from death to life with Christ Jesus, and he 
has given us a place beside Christ in heaven. God did this so in the future 

world he could show how truly good and kind he is to us because of what 
Christ Jesus has done. You were saved by faith in God, who treats us much 

better than we deserve. This is God's gift to you, and not anything you have 
done on your own. It isn't something you have earned, so there is nothing 

you can brag about. God planned for us to do good things and to live as he 

has always wanted us to live. This is why he sent Christ to make us what we 
are. 

 
Psalm 137:1-6 

By the rivers of Babylon— 
 there we sat down, and there we wept 

  when we remembered Zion. 
On the willows there we hung up our harps. 

For there our captors asked us for songs, 
 and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying, 

  “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 
How could we sing the LORD’s song in a foreign land? 

If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand wither! 
Let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth, 

 if I do not remember you, 

 if I do not set Jerusalem 
  above my highest joy. 
 
Matthew 5:13-16  NRSVUE 
Jesus taught the crowds, “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its 

taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but 
is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. People 
do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on 

the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 

give glory to your Father in heaven.” 


